


John 9:1-41
The Sixth Sign:

Jesus Gave Sight To 
A Man Born Blind
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Discussion Before The The Sixth Sign
“Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the 
prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?”  Jesus 

answered, “…Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see 
my day. He saw it and was glad.” So the Jews said to him, 

“You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 
Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham 

was, I am.” So they picked up stones to throw at him, but 
Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.  

As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth… 

John 8:53-9:1 ESV UK (Edited)
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Further South To The Pool Of Siloam
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The Pool of Siloam
Excavations

A rectangular pool built 
by King Hezekiah before 
700 BC.  Destroyed and 
covered by the Romans 
in 70 AD.  Re-discovered 
in 2004, Announced 2005



The Pool of Siloam Was Filled By “Living Water” 
From The Gihon Spring

Through King Hezekiah’s Tunnel, Built ~702 BC



Notice: “How” Was Asked Four Times
• The man’ neighbours asked him: “Then how were your 

eyes opened?”
• The Pharisees asked the man how he received his sight.
• The Pharisees asked the man’s parents: “How then does 

he now see?”
• The Pharisees asked the man a second time: “What did he 

do to you? How did he open your eyes?”

John 9:10; 15; 19 & 26 ESV UK

Perhaps we are supposed to notice how Jesus did it



How? Jesus, Who Was Sent, 
Sent The Man, Who Obeyed

As he (Jesus) passed by, he saw* a man blind from birth… 
he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then 
he anointed the man's eyes with the mud and said to him, 

“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he 
went and washed and came back seeing.

John 9:1, 6, 7 ESV UK

* Saw = with His eyes and perceived with His mind



Not Just A Healing: A Creation Sign
“Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”

As he (Jesus) passed by, he saw a man blind from birth… he 
spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he 
anointed the man's eyes with the mud and said to him, “Go, 
wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went 

and washed and came back seeing.
“Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 

opened the eyes of a man born blind”.

John 8:58; 9:1, 6, 7, 32 ESV UK



The Man Gradually Perceived The 
Significance of What Happened

• “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes 
and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’  So I went and 
washed and received my sight.”

• The Pharisees asked “What do you say about him, since he 
has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”

• He told the Pharisees: “Never since the world began has it 
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born 
blind.  If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”

• The man said “Lord, I believe”, and he worshipped Him. 

v11, 17, 32, 32 & 38 ESV UK



How? Jesus Also Did What Was 
Considered Work On The Sabbath

As he (Jesus) passed by, he saw a man blind from birth… he 
spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he 
anointed the man's eyes with the mud and said to him, “Go, 
wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went 

and washed and came back seeing.

John 9:1, 6, 7 ESV UK



What Sabbath “Work” Had Jesus Done?
1. Mishna; Yoma 8.6: Healing of any kind was forbidden, 

except where life was at stake.
2. Mishna; Shabbath 7.2: Kneading or pressing dough or 

paste as forbidden.
3. Babylonian Talmud; Aboda Zara 28b: Anointing the eyes 

with any substance was forbidden.
4. Jerusalem Talmud; Shabbath 14d & 17f: Applying 

fasting spittle or saliva to the eyes was forbidden. 

John 9:16 (ESV UK)

“This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath”



But Such “Work” Is Not In Moses’ Law
• Exodus 20:9-10: “Six days you shall labour, and do all 

your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to 
the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work..”.

• Exodus 31:14: “You shall keep the Sabbath, because it is 
holy for you. ….Whoever does any work on it, that soul 
shall be cut off from among his people”.

• Leviticus 23:3: “For six days shall work be done, but on 
the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy 
convocation. You shall do no work…”

(ESV UK, some edited)



Remember Jesus’ Defence In John 5? 
• The Jews knew God worked on the Sabbath, but they did 

not believe Jesus is God the Son.
• But Jesus answered them, “My Father is working until 

now, and I am working.”
• So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the 

Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he 
sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that 
the Son does likewise.”

• These verses reflect Jesus’ consciousness that He is God 
the Son

v17 & v19 (ESV UK)



How? As God The Son, Jesus 
“Works” On The Sabbath

As he (Jesus) passed by, he saw a man blind from birth… he 
spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he 
anointed the man's eyes with the mud and said to him, “Go, 
wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went 

and washed and came back seeing.

John 9:1, 6, 7 ESV UK

Jesus is not bound by man made interpretations of Moses’ law



Jesus Also Created Spiritual Sight
• “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes 

and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’  So I went and 
washed and received my sight.”

• The Pharisees asked “What do you say about him, since 
he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”

• The told the Pharisees: “If this man were not from God, he 
could do nothing.”

• The man said: “Lord, I believe”, and he worshipped Him. 

We Are All Born Spiritually Blind

v11, 17, 32, 32 & 38 ESV UK



Jesus Is The Light Of The World
• “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that 
all might believe through him. He was not the light, but 
came to bear witness about the light. The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world”. 

• Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.” 

• “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”

John 1:8, 9; 8:12; 9:5 ESV UK

More narrative / discussion relationship in John



How? By Being The Light Of The World

We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; 
night is coming, when no one can work. As long as I am in 
the world, I am the light of the world.”  Having said these 

things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. 
Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud and said to 
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). 

So he went and washed and came back seeing.

John 9:4-7 ESV UK



Jesus Disciples Hadn’t Understood Him
As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth.  And his 
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 

parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not 
that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God 
might be displayed in him. We must work the works of him who 
sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 

As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”

John 9:1-5 ESV UK

Jesus meant that the man was a person who needed therapy, 
not just to be an object for Theological speculation



We Too, Need To Realise That
Jesus Is the Light Of The World

As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth.  And his 
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 

parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not 
that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God 
might be displayed in him. We must work the works of him who 
sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 

As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”

John 9:1-5 ESV UK

You can tell your own story, just as the man did




