


Bullying Issue: hot topic in society

• violence or assault
• theft, repeated harassment or intimidation,
• hate crimes
• 1.5 million young people (50%) have been bullied within the 

past year.
• 145,800 (19%) of these were 

bullied EVERY DAY.



FOLLOWING JESUS MEANS THAT 
WE WILL FACE PERSECUTION

JOHN 15:18-25

Jesus alerts us to the fact that we are going to face 
the same on an ongoing basis, this is a continued 
attitude that will be displayed against us.



Why does the Christian face persecution?

Jesus makes his point clear: 

5 times in v19 he talks about “the world” to 
draw contrast that the world hated him and 
will hate us - WE BELONG TO HIM!



What do we mean by “the world?”

NOT physical creation but primarily the 
system of this world that stands in 
opposition to God and people who are 
indifferent or hostile to God, those who are 
corrupt and evil.



The “world”?
7 times in 1 Corinthians 1-3 Paul refers to the 
world's ignorance of God & its powerlessness 
to find him without the cross of Christ. 

We can’t be love God & world at the same time 
(James 4:4 ; 1 John 2:15-17 ). 
We killing whatever belongs to their "earthly nature" ( Col 3:5 ) 
and denying "worldly passions" ( Titus 2:12 ).



BECAUSE WE BELONG TO HIM….followers of Jesus 
Christ should be different in their lifestyle, they don’t belong 
to the world! Therefore it is inevitable what their reaction will 
be when confronted with the truth about Jesus.

15:21 root cause of persecution is ignorance

15:22 the specific sin is reacting Jesus, rejecting that He was the 
supreme revelation of God  (see 16:8 convict the world of sin).

The hatred of Jesus was a fulfilment of OT scriptures 



2 Tim 3:1-5 
But understand this, that in the last days there will come 
times of difficulty

2 Tim 3:12 
everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will 
be persecuted,

1 Peter 4:12-19
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has 
come on you to test you, as though something strange were 
happening to you.



what’s the catchphrase of the parrot?



Where do we face pressure in the UK?

• The Rise of RELATIVISM

• The Rise of POLITICAL CORRECTNESS

• The Growth of RELIGIOUS MULTICULTURALISM

• The Rise of MILITANT HOMOSEXUALITY 



FOLLOWING JESUS MEANS THAT WE
CONTINUE TO FOLLOW HIM

JOHN 16:1

FOLLOWING JESUS MEANS THAT 
WE WILL FACE PERSECUTION

JOHN 15:18-25



“I have said all these things to you to keep 
you from falling away” John 16:1

Jesus has already predicted his betrayal, 
warned them that he would have to suffer 
and be killed. As a result Jesus knew his 
followers were going to face trying times. 



Repeatedly Jesus is encouraging us: John 
15 remain in me, stay connected to me.

Reality is we are going to face battles that means we 
need to make a decision to continue to follow.

Matt 11:1-6 John Baptist story 

1 Peter 5:8-11 devil prowls around, ready to devour- 
context is suffering and persecution



Application: "Continue" theme of NT
• Philippians 2:12 
• Colossians 2:6 
• 2 Timothy 3:14
• James 1:25
• 1 John 2:28
• 1 John 3:9
• 2 John 1:9



Emotionally Healthy Spirituality - 
(self-aware and love well) and a slowed down spirituality 
(in order to cultivate our relationship with Jesus).



FOLLOWING JESUS MEANS THAT WE 
WILL HAVE THE HELP OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

JOHN 15:26-27

FOLLOWING JESUS MEANS THAT WE
CONTINUE TO FOLLOW HIM (JOHN 16:1)

FOLLOWING JESUS MEANS THAT 
WE WILL FACE PERSECUTION (JOHN 15:18-25)



FOLLOWING JESUS MEANS THAT WE 
WILL HAVE THE HELP OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

JOHN 15:26-27

The work of the Spirit is the continuation of the ministry of 
Jesus through us, He is there to help us become more like 
Jesus in our character and service despite the difficulties, 
persecutions or pressures we may face.



PARAKLETOS - John 15:26 
“when the PARAKLETOS comes”

It is a legal term, but with a broader meaning than 
"counsel for the defense" (see 1 John 2:1). It referred to 
any person who helped someone in trouble with the law, 
signified "called to one's side”.

Amplified Bible: John 14:26
Helper, Comforter, Advocate, Intercessor—Counsellor, 
Strengthener, Standby



Jesus called the Spirit “another Comforter”—another of 
the same kind as He has been. 

The Spirit of God is not different from the Son of God in 
essence, for both are God.

(“allos" ... another of equal quality 
“heteros" ... another of a different quality.)

Therefore, the Holy Spirit is designated by Jesus Christ as 
equal with Himself, God.



Notice the point: to bear witness John 15:26-27

Concept of witness in 1:7 is crucial in John, bearing 
witness to Jesus so that others might believe

He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so 
that through him all might believe

Personal study: 
What are the 7 witnesses to Jesus in gospel of John?



Conclusion: 
One common element today is the lack of peace.
People feel: Anxious, troubled, fearful, unsure.

Work of Holy Spirit is peace (John 14:27) SHALOM - not 
merely absence of conflict or turmoil but a right relationship 
with God that gives the sense of the old hymn “it is well with 
my soul” even in the midst of challenges.

Prayer ministry today: impartation of Peace




